SUE DONALDSON | WELCOME HEART

SUE DONALDSON | WELCOME HEART

Introduction
God is in the hospitality business. He continually invites
people to His table. He knows He is the only One Who is
“perfectly suited to satisfy and sustain us.” So He reaches
out to us.
You may have received an invitation before, but never
thought it was for you, or you were too distracted by life
to think any more about it. Reading this is yet another
invitation from the Ultimate Host.
The invitation reads:
Jesus said, “I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life. No one
can come to the Father except through Me.” (John 14:6)
So, come.
John wrote in John 1:4: “In Him was life, and that life was
the light of all mankind.” If you want life, come.
I’m only half-alive if I haven’t entered into life with God.
How do I do that?
Admit I need God.
God already knows I do, but there’s a problem. He’s
holy; I’m not. Due to our sin, we are on a fast track to
permanent separation from God, hell for all eternity.
Jesus talked a lot about hell. If you believe Jesus on one
thing, you have to believe Him on everything.
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The honest person admits he’s not perfect enough
for God; God’s invitation — followed by our RSVP —
rescues us from that death and separation. That’s why
it’s Good News.
At lunch with a friend, trying to explain this good news,
I blurted out: “Well, the best thing about Christianity is
forgiveness.”
She replied, “That’s no small thing, Sue.”
She’s right. It’s a big thing — relationship with God at His
table, life forever, and freedom from death. Sure, our
bodies will die, but this time on earth is just a smidgen of
life. God’s Good News Invitation equals hope beyond this
life.
Most people figure: “I’m not so bad. A good God wouldn’t
send me to hell. I pay taxes; I give to the poor; I don’t beat
my children…”
Sorry. That doesn’t cut it.
God is holy, I’m not. That means no matter how good my
good is, I’m not good enough to sit down at the table with
a perfect God. But He loved us so much, He sent His son,
Jesus to earth to die on the cross.
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His death paid the consequences for our sin.
That’s how we’re forgiven — we’re not forgiven
because of our good deeds.
One can’t outweigh the other, like a teeter-totter —
one good deed cancels out one sin. Nope. Only Christ’s
sacrifice on the cross cancels our sin — and I mean, all of
our sins. Quite an exchange. It’s what God required.
We just need to put our trust in what Christ did.
When we RSVP to God’s invitation to know Him,
we agree that His Son’s death is what we need to be
forgiven. Read the prayer again if you missed it before:
“Dear God,
I believe You sent Jesus to live for me and to die in my
place. I know I’m more sinful than I’ve ever believed, but
more loved than I’ve ever deserved. Please forgive me
of my sins. I place my trust in Jesus and my life in Your
hands. Let the celebration begin! Amen.”

Man’s religion figures we can do something to reach
God. Faith in Christ takes away that impossible burden.
(Trying to be “good enough” is a terrible burden.)
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The Good News Invite includes:
1. We don’t need to stress about self-efforts
to reach God – they don’t work, anyway.
2. God looks at us and sees the blood of
Christ, which makes us perfect in His eyes.
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The ABC’s of Salvation
These basic tenets help me remember what salvation is
all about:
A – All people need forgiveness from God.
“For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”
(Romans 3:23).
B – Believe that Jesus is the Son of God and died on the
cross for you.
“For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right
with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you
are saved” (Romans 10:10).
C – Confess to God that you’re a sinner, and invite
Jesus into your life.
“If you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and
believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead,
you will be saved” (Romans 10:9).
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God’s Invitation
How do we know we’re invited to know God?
These Scriptures show us God’s welcoming heart:
God anticipated your arrival.
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth”
(Genesis 1:1).
He made the earth and heaven and then you!
God provided the perfect welcome.
“You prepare a feast for me in the presence of my enemies.
You honor me by anointing my head with oil. My cup
overflows with blessings” (Psalm 23:5,6).
He knows how to set a table.
God loved you first.
“This is real love — not that we loved God, but that He
loved us and sent His Son as a sacrifice to take away our
sins” (I John 4:10).
He loves us so much, and proved it!
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God prepared a way for you and me to come to Him.
“But to all who believed in Him [Jesus] and accepted Him,
He gave the right to become children of God” (John 1:12).
He gave us the privilege to be His very own.
God invited the world.
“For God loved the world so much that He gave His one
and only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will
not perish but have eternal life. God sent His Son into
the world not to judge the world, but to save the world
through Him” (John 3:16).
It’s God’s design that we are saved to be with Him
forever.
God did the work of salvation.
“God saved you by his grace when you believed. And you
can’t take credit for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is
not a reward for the good things we have done, so none of
us can boast about it” (Ephesians 2:8,9).
Nothing we do is enough; everything He did, is.
That’s Good News.
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Getting Started — Take Time

1

Take time to ask your questions.
When you doubt — and you will — go back to those
words of comfort above. God loved you enough to send
His only Son — He won’t mind your questions. As my
friend, Jim Hills, said to me long ago:
“Sue, if God is not big enough for your questions, then He
isn’t a big enough God.”

2

Ask your questions. Thank Him for His answers, and trust
Him in the meantime. You will learn He is a big enough
God as you continue to trust.

Take time to pray.
Pray everyday, about everything. You’re His child.
Children know they can ask and talk all the time. That’s
what God wants from us. Talking and asking and listening
— all kinds of communication — builds intimacy. And God
doesn’t want us at arm’s length. He wants us up close
and in His lap.
God doesn’t set office hours. Pray all the time. He’s up.
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“Get into the habit of dealing with God
about everything. Unless in the first
waking moment of the day you learn
to fling the door wide back and let God
in, you will work on a wrong level all
day; but swing the door wide open and
pray to your Father in secret, and every
public thing will be stamped with the
presence of God.”

Oswald Chambers
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3

Take time to look at the big picture — life
eternal in heaven.
Life won’t be perfect just because you belong at God’s
table. Perfection starts in heaven, and we’re still here.
Some days life’s a bummer.
Jesus said to expect trouble:
“Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But
take heart, because I have overcome the world” (John
16:33).
Note the past tense — Christ has already overcome any
trial or trouble we are currently facing. That’s because
we are His forever, and someday all tears and sorrow and
stress will be gone.
Check it out:
“He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be
no more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things
are gone forever” (Revelation 21:4).
C. S. Lewis wrote: “If I find in myself a desire which no
experience in this world can satisfy, the most probable
explanation is that I was made for another world.”
The big picture is that we’re meant for another world.
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4

Take time to trust God.
I still need help not to fret and worry. So, I go to God
and His Word. Here are two great places to “land” when
puddled in fear, stress, or disappointment.
Jesus said: “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in
God, and trust also in Me. There is more than enough
room in my Father’s home. If this were not so, would I have
told you that I am going to prepare a place for you. When
everything is ready, I will come and get you, so that you will
always be with me where I am” (John 14:1-3).
Paul wrote: “Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray
about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him
for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s peace,
which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will
guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 4:6,7).
The good news is this: when life hurts, I run to Jesus more
often, and that’s the best thing about my life. Intimacy
with Him now is good practice for heaven.
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5

Take time to read God’s Word everyday.
It’s our compass, our GPS, our standard, our comfort. He
wrote it just for us.
You want to know what’s wrong in your life or how to live
His way or how to teach others? Read Scripture.
Here’s why:
“All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us
what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our
lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us
to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his
people to do every good work” (II Timothy 3:16,17).
“Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my
path” (Psalms 119:105).
Try out different versions. I like The Message and the
New Living Translation for daily reading, and the New
American Standard, English Standard Version or New
International Version for study.
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6

Take time to meet with other believers.
We need each other for encouragement, teaching, and
occasionally a swift kick in the pants. That means find a
local church that teaches God’s Word and invites you to
serve God by serving one another and those outside the
church.
John Stowell wrote:
“Self-sufficiency is life’s greatest barricade to intimacy with
God.”
We don’t go to church to leave the world behind; we go
to church to know how to live more godly in the world in
which we live day-in-and-day-out.
Find a church that teaches the Bible, that creates
community, that loves and cares for the un-churched, and
that reaches the world with the Good News.
Paul said that Christians are all parts of the body, and we
know we need all our body parts to keep it running and
healthy.
When I get a hangnail, I feel it (and, so does everyone
around me.) When a Christian is hurting in the church,
we can feel it along with that one, and draw up alongside
to help be Jesus to one another, and direct them to Jesus.
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“Just as each of us has one body with many members, and
these members do not all have the same function, so in
Christ we who are many form one body, and each member
belongs to all the others” (Romans 12:4,5).
No church is perfect so it’s the perfect place for
believers!
Bernie May used to say, “God loves the whole world, it’s
the people in the world that are the challenge!” True, but
still so wonderful to be part of a church family that weeps
when you weep and laughs when you laugh.
“Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those
who weep” (Romans 12:15).
In church, we worship together which encourages our
focus on God, and gives Him glory — which is why we’re
still here, by the way.
“Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as
members of one body you were called to peace. And be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you
teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as
you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude
in your hearts to God” (Colossians 3:15,16).
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7

Take time to serve.
We don’t need to be sponges and pew-sitters. Ask God
what He’d like you to do to serve His family and glorify
His name, and see how He leads. He promises to give us
strength, but we won’t learn that if we just sit and soak.
Philippians 4:13 is a great motivator: “I can do all things
through Christ Who strengthens me.”
Mom used to feel badly about not having gone to college.
But that did not keep her from using her God-given gifts
of organization and hospitality to bless others. At 84, she
finally had to stop her job of wiping the pews — orders
from her chiropractor. Mom received great joy from
serving, and you can too.
We don’t serve God to earn our salvation. We serve Him
because we delight in being saved by Him. We serve from
a response to His great love and because He rescued
us from death. Therefore, gratitude, not pride, is our
motivation, and that’s what keeps us going when it’s hard
and there’s not a lot of attention on what we’re doing for
Jesus.
Paul wrote: “And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with
you to give your bodies to God because of all he has done
for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice — the kind
he will find acceptable. This is truly the way to worship
him” (Romans 12:1).
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8

Take time to be mentored.
Ask God for someone to meet with you one-on-one on a
regular basis — even if just one time a month. Memorize
Scripture and pray together. As my friend, Steve said,
“We all need a friend we can be weak with.”
“Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law
of Christ” (Galatians 6:2).
As you grow, eventually God will bring a younger believer
alongside, and you can become a mentor for someone
else new to the table.
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9

Take time to confess your sins.
Just because you’re saved and guaranteed a place at
God’s table, it doesn’t mean you’re perfect. When I hurt
someone, it hurts God, and I need to make it right on both
counts by asking for forgiveness, and moving on.
David repented in Psalm 51 and accepted God’s
forgiveness in Psalm 32. Make sure you do both — we
have too much life to live to be dragging around a load of
sin for which Christ already paid.
Keep short accounts. Ask God to make your heart tender
towards Him so that when you sin, you know you’ve
grieved Him and you want to make things right, right
away. Short accounts means: the sooner I confess, the
quicker my relationship with God is restored.
Here’s a verse that helps me every day:
“If we claim we have no sin, we are only fooling ourselves
and not living in the truth. But if we confess our sins to him,
He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse
us from all wickedness” (I John 1:8,9).
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10

Take time to know your Savior.
We get to spend the remainder of our time on earth
getting to know our God, His Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Relationship means knowing and knowing means
intimacy, and that’s why Jesus died and rose again. Get to
know Him — He loves it and you will, too.
Here’s a start. David wrote: “O, taste and see that the Lord
is good, blessed is the man who trusts in Him” (Psalm 34:8).
Try “tasting” your God and His goodness and see what He
shows you.
Here’s a short list — you can add to it your whole life this
side of heaven (and praise Him for it the other side of
glory).
God is my strong fortress
		

God is my constant companion

		

God is my good shepherd

		

God is my friend

		

God is my comfort

		

God is the delight of my soul

And, that’s just a start!
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Man’s greatest need is to know God and belong to Him.
As Chambers said, “All of life’s questions are answered
in the phrase, ‘Come unto Me and find rest’” (Matthew
11:28).
Come to His table. RSVP. Grow up in Him, and ask God,
“Who else do you want me to invite?”
There’s plenty of room at the table.

Scripture quotations are from NLT taken from the Holy Bible, New Living
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